
ANNUAL  REPORT
2022-23

EK ASHA TRUST is a NOT-FOR-PROFIT organization registered under the INDIAN TRUST ACT at

Bhubaneswar, Odisha effective 4th Aug 2017 (Regd# 41131705998/2017; PAN# AAATE9020G) 

Registered Address
MIG-90, K-9A, Kalinga Vihar

Patrapada, Bhubaneswar, Odisha - 751019

Transforming Education for the Underserved

www.ek-asha.org



WWW.EK-ASHA.ORG ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

Ek-Asha Trust is a charitable trust, focused on education for the underserved

PAGE 02



INDEX

WWW.EK-ASHA.ORG ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

Ek-Asha Trust is a charitable trust, focused on education for the underserved

2

EVENTS & WORKSHOPS

4GLIMPSES & ACCOLADES 

CULTURE, SPORTS, ART & CRAFT5

6THE STUDY TOUR

OUR MISSION, VISION & US

INITIATIVES & ACTIVITIES

PAGE 03

1

3

FINANCE & GRATITUDE7



WWW.EK-ASHA.ORG ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

PAGE 04
Ek-Asha Trust is a charitable trust, focused on education for the underserved

OUR MISSION AND VISION
OUR 

MISSION
OUR 

VISION

Our journey is about bringing social transformation by providing human-making

education to the underserved. We realize,

 

 

EK-ASHA is an attempt to break open the limitations of the four walls of a classroom and

expand the learning to the world of infinite possibilities, where classrooms and textbooks

are mere parts but not necessarily the only means for the learning to happen. 

It is about providing holistic and child-centric education to the underserved children,

where the character gets precedence over competence and seeking becomes the way-of-

life.

FOR A SOCIETY TO RISE, 
EVERY SINGLE INDIVIDUAL IN IT MUST RISE FIRST.

TRANSFORM
EDUCATION

TRANSFORM
SOCIETY

TRANSFORM
INDIVIDUALSTO TO



FOUNDER'S MESSAGE
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NamasFriends,

Greetings from the Ek-Asha family! I would like to express our

heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support in making the

journey of every Ek-Asha student a delightful one.

The year 2022-23 has been truly remarkable for us, with many fond

memories, milestones, and successes. We have enriched the lives of

378 rural students across 17 ThinkCenters, providing over 76,000+

learning hours, and helping students reach district and state-level competitions, this year. We

organized life-enriching study tour, sports day and many socio-cultural, educational workshops.

Ensuring access to holistic education is challenging, particularly in rural-tribal villages and

shelter homes. Despite the positive efforts by the Govt. and non-Govt. organizations, there still

exists a significant gap in the quality and access to quality education. Moreover, the needs of

21st-century education are different and emerging in a fast pace. This is where Ek-Asha steps in

with it's diverse pool of volunteers from across the world. For us, what matters, in the end, is the

quantity of quality-human beings we are able to produce. 

For us academic excellence is important but not everything. We educate to build creative

thinkers, problem solvers, critical thinkers, self-reliant, resilient, empathetic, and skillful human

beings. Therefore, our thinking classes are designed differently, we focus on understanding over

knowing and doing over understanding - Our approach remains holistic and outcome oriented!

Our students, their parents, guardians and the community as a whole have developed high hope

on us. They look forward to us and this is a huge achievement. The years ahead will be equally

exciting and enriching. We will touch more lives and bring structures to improve the quality and

outcome of our engagements. We shall to continue the spirit and momentum along with our

focus on continuous improvement through capacity building.

Together we have and together we shall.

Regards,

Sambit Kumar Das 

(Founder, Managing Trustee - Ek-Asha Trust, Bhubaneswar, Odisha)
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ABOUT US
We are a group of passionate volunteers from different walks of life from across the

world. We are engineers, bankers, doctors, MBAs, homemakers, students, teachers,

professors, scientists, farmers...etc. We believe the responsibility lies in our hands and

we got to take charge if we wish to bring about a social transformation. So, we act, not

just talk or feel pity or complain.

Our focus is to educate underserved children, equip them with facilities and provide

access to quality education. We are making an attempt to build better human beings that

are capable, sensible, and responsible. We deploy our specially designed pedagogy and

curriculum that makes learning fun, experiential, exploratory, and child-centric for

21st-century needs. Our focus is on character development along with competence

having character taking precedence.

We are a NOT-FOR-PROFIT organization, registered under the Indian Trust Act (Regd#

41131705998/2017; PAN# AAATE9020G), effective 4th Aug 2017 having Registered

Address: MIG-90, K-9A, Kalinga Vihar, Patrapada, Odisha - 751019. We are 12A and 80G

certified (12A/10AC: AAATE9020GE20215;  80G/10AC: AAATE9020GF20221). We are

CSR1 (CSR00022657) compliant with Darpan id (OR/2019/0242443).

100+ volunteers and contributors from 
10 countries and growing...

Our motivated & qualified contributors take daily online classes from across the world.



CLASS DEOGARH
District

KEONJHAR
District

RAYAGADA
District NATIONAL AVERAGE

Std.
III & V

 
 
 
 

Math.: 11%    Sc.: 8%
Language: 10%

Std.
VIII

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Math.: 10%    Sc.: 9%
Language: 11%

Std.
X

 
 
 
 

Math.: 6%    Sc.: 1%
Eng.: 15%   MIL: 0%

State 
Position

21-23rd in 
ODISHA

18-23rd in 
ODISHA

Lowest in 
ODISHA

Most of them are 
urban students

63.4% 61.9% 75.2%

76.9% 74.4% 90.2%

84.2% 80.7% 87.7%

NATIONAL EDUCATION GAP
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PCT (%) OF CHILDREN AT BASIC & BELOW LEVEL ADVANCED LEVEL

SOURCE: National Achievement Survey 2021

While survival, livelihood, and healthcare stay at the center of our attention, quality

education for children needs equal emphasis. Especially for children in rural villages,

orphanages, and slums as they lack exposure, access at all levels.

While new national education policy look promising, it will take decades to get

implemented as desired. It's the job of each individual in the society to join hands and

put collective efforts in this area.

The quality of education hasn't improved much in decades. Access to quality education

in the formative years is essential not only for the individuals but also for shaping up

the future of society. There is a need for quality intervention in the education sector.



QUICK GLANCE AT 2022-23
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Centers   in  Districts
17       4

 Students  in        Batches378          28

Learning       in     Sessions
          Hours                                  

76,000     4006

students 
reached Districts  &

State-level

10          
Workshops 
involving 

300+ students

6

470
ANNUAL SPORTS DAY

Participants

76       26
A 3-day
STUDY TOUR with

students    &   Mentors



OUR IMPACT IN 2022-23
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Manish Pradhan
STD- VII

Priyanshu Sahu
STD- VII

Laxmipriya Fadikar
STD- VIII

Sabitri Bhoi
STD- VI

Barsha Munda
STD- VII

Ratani Karigar
STD- VII

Muna Kondagori
STD- VII

Rehman Bidika
STD- VII

Krupa Saraka
STD- VII

Bidu Saraka
STD- VIII

It is always rewarding to see your students do well and succeed. It brings even more

pleasure if your students coming from deprived community succeeded to a height no

body in their community ever imagined. From students who were much behind for their

grade-levels to succeed at block, cluster, district and state level is nothing less than a

miracle to happen in such a short period.

State-Level

D I S T R I C T  &  S T A T E  L E V E L  
S U R A B H I  P R O G R A M  W I N N E R S



OUR INITIATIVES
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Our initiatives are our approach to building the next generation of capable, sensible &

compassionate people! This year, we educated nearly 350 students on a daily basis in 18

of our ThinkCenters across 6 districts. Our approach has been to meaningfully engage

with the underserved children in orphanages, rural-villages, slums...etc. and provide

them with exposure and education with consistency that they are deprived of.

Our approach is holistic! We make education fun, engaging, meaningful and practical.

We do not restrict ourselves to books, classrooms or study-centers, we bring a good

mixture of experiments, sports, art & craft, culture, study tour, social work...  etc. along.

A self-sustainable & holistic learning 
ecosystem for the underserved children

GurukulThinkCenter
(Initiation stage)

Initiatives

Chatashalee

OTC
(Online Thinking Class)

(Village ThinkCenters)

TinkerLab
(Multi-disciplinary Lab)

(Current Operations)

The ThinkCenters continue to be our prime focus for the year, while we slowly shape up

the Gurukul for the future. The prime objective of the ThinkCenters have been to reach

the unreachable, connect them with caring, capable and committed members of our team

(we call it a family), so the children could get access to best of the education.

We realize, this is a big task in hand. Therefore there is a need to onboard like-minded

and varied-skilled people from across the globe to become a part of this journey and to 

 shoulder responsibility of building the next generation. Over 100 volunteers with

varying capacity have come forward, while around 30+ taking regular classes.



The ThinkCenters
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In today's world, where information is available in abundance but often overwhelming

and confusing, the ability to think critically is more important than ever. Our Thinking

Class provides students with the tools they need to navigate this complex landscape.

We offer Thinking Classes in our ThinkCenters to help students develop critical

thinking skills. The primary goal is to teach students to think deeply, analyze critically,

and make sound judgments. These classes are often interdisciplinary and involve

problem-solving exercises.

Chatashalee (Village ThinkCenter): For students up to grade V and ensure they gain

required fundamental numeracy, literacy & social skills.

OTC (Online Thinking Class): For students of grade VI to X and help them gain grade

specific skill levels.

TinkerLab: For students of all ages and ability to help them with 21st century skills.

We have designed three kinds of ThinkCenters for specific age, grade & ability groups:

1.

2.

3.

Biranarayanapur, Rayagada

Office/TinkerLab, BBSR

Sishuashram, Jagatsinghpur

Bhagamunda, Keonjhar

RVDO, Telkoi,
Keonjhar

Jharagogua, Deogarh

Tainsar, Deogarh
(Two centers)
+1 TinkerLab (New)

Kailash, Deogarh

Phulpathar, Deogarh

Gailo, Deogarh

Centers till     2020-21     |     Newly added during     2021-22   

(+1 Center at Nakagate)

OUR THINK CENTERS IN 2022-23

(+1 new batch)

Jareikela (2 batches)
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Tainsar-2, Deogarh
1 Batch

16 Students (4,5)

Phulpathar, Deogarh
1 Batch

14 Students (4,5)

Jharagogua-1, Deogarh
1 Batch

22 Students (4,5)

Jareikela, Deogarh
1 Batch

11 Students (3,4,5)

Kailash, Deogarh
1 Batch

11 Students (3,4,5)

Gailo, Deogarh
1 Batch

20 Students (4,5)

Jharagogua-2, Deogarh
1 Batch

20 Students (6,7)

Nakagate, BBSR
1 Batch

7 Students (6,7,8)

VM Online Batch-1
1 Batch

27 Students (6,7,8)

TinkerLab, Deogarh
5 Batches

43 Students (4,5,6,7,8)

VM Online Batch-2
1 Batch

24 Students

Thuruburai, Berhampur
1 Batch

36 Students (6,7)

TinkerLab, BBSR
1 Batch

7 Students (5-9)

Chatashalee
(Village Thinkcenter)

BNPur, Rayagada
2 Batch

40 Students (6,7,8)

Tainsar-1, Deogarh
2 Batches

27 Students (6,7,8)

Telkoi, Keonjhar
1 Batch

14 Students (6,7,8)

Bhagamunda, Keonjhar
2 Batches

27 Students (6,7,8)

Jareikela, Deogarh
1 Batch

9 Students (6,7,8)

Kailash, Deogarh
1 Batch

10 Students (7,8,9)

Sishuashram, JSPur
1 Batch

20 Students (7,8)

OTC
(Online Thinking Class)

TinkerLabs Vedic Math Workshops

(8 Centers; 8 Batches; 
121 Students)

(7 Centers; 10 Batches; 
147 Students)



CLASSES & EXPERIMENTS

PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS

INTER-CE NTER COMPETITION

WORKSHOPS

SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION

SPORTS EVENTS

STUDY TOUR

CULTURAL EVENTS
THINK

CENTER
ACTIVITIES

CLASSES COVERED: While most of the subjects were covered, greater emphasis is
given to Math, English, Science, Geography along with science activities & tinkering.

PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS: Quarterly & annual assessments were conducted by
mentors to ensure student progress and plan for the future sessions.

INTER-CENTER COMPETITION: Noticed tremendous encouragement & improvement
among student through Quiz, Geography, Language & vedic-m ath competitions.

WORKSHOPS: Resource persons were called upon to conduct enriching workshops
on Vedic-Math, Science, Mandala, Painting, Story telling, Origami...etc.

SPORTS EVENTS: Our Annual sports event at Deogarh district saw hoofing
participation of 470 participants 170 students and 300+ villages on 19/Feb/2023.

CULTURAL EVENTS: Independence-day, Republic-day, Dance, Music, Diwali /
Ganesh / Saraswati pooja event planning, organization & celebration.

SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION: Village cleaning, Plantation, Social awareness drama
through Nukkad-Nataks on education & alco hol addiction, Freedom movement...etc.

STUDY TOUR: Explored culture, heritage, monuments, science-parks, museums...etc
on a 5-nights and 3-days study tour starting 25/Feb-01/M ar to BBSR, Puri & Konark.

We have designed our ThinkCenter activities for a holistic learning experience.
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ThinkCenter Activities



Kailash, Deogarh
1 Batch

10 Students (7,8,9)

1. OTC - Online Thinking Class
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Break the distance barrier and reach the underserved with the help of technology.

Connect them with highly qualified, skilled, and self-motivated people across the

world who could provide quality 21st-century education to them.

Instill critical thinking through inquiry-based learning (Socratics method).

In the last 200 years, since the beginning of the industrial era, education has been

happening within the close physical proximity with emphasis on knowing than

understanding, delivered by preachers who have hardly practiced their preaching. These

have been the greatest limiting factors for education, primarily for children in remote

areas. We decided to shift this and initiated OTC in 2020, during the Covid-19 pandemic.

The idea is simple:

1.

2.

3.

BNPur, Rayagada
1 Batch

40 Students (6,7,8)

Tainsar-1, Deogarh
2 Batches

27 Students (6,7,8)

Telkoi, Keonjhar
1 Batch

14 Students (6,7,8)

Jareikela, Deogarh
1 Batch

9 Students (6,7,8)

Bhagamunda, Keonjhar
2 Batches

27 Students (6,7,8)

Sishuashram, JSPur
1 Batch

20 Students (7,8)

7 CENTERS
 

9 BATCHES
 

147 STUDENTS
 

35+ MENTORS

1 , 6 0 0  O N L I N E  S E S S I O N S ;   2 , 4 0 0  H O U R S  O F  T E A C H I N G
2 3 , 6 0 0  L E A R N I N G  H O U R S  B Y  S T U D E N T S



The uniqueness of the OTC is that the volunteers from 10 different countries take daily

classes across all the centers. These are highly qualified professionals, such as scientists,

doctors, engineers, teachers, researchers...etc. Our local/offline mentors then ensure

completion of the revision of the same along with the assigned daily activities.

1. OTC - Online Thinking Class ...(cntd.)
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8 0 %  O F  R E G U L A R  O T C  S T U D E N T S  H A V E  S C O R E D
A B O V E  5 5 %  I N  T H E I R  A N N U A L  S C H O O L  E X A M

4 0 %  O F  T H E M  H A V E  S C O R E D  A B O V E  7 0 %



Tainsar-2, Deogarh
1 Batch

16 Students (4,5)

Phulpathar, Deogarh
1 Batch

14 Students (4,5)

Jharagogua-1, Deogarh
1 Batch

22 Students (4,5)

Jareikela, Deogarh
1 Batch

11 Students (3,4,5)

Kailash, Deogarh
1 Batch

11 Students (3,4,5)

Gailo, Deogarh
1 Batch

20 Students (4,5)

Jharagogua-2, Deogarh
1 Batch

20 Students (6,7)

Nakagate, BBSR
1 Batch

7 Students (6,7,8)

2. Chatashalee - Village ThinkCenter
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EK AHSA's chatashalee model has been designed keeping younger children in mind to

shape their minds in the formative age. Children in rural villages such as the ones we

operate, do not attend schools regularly. The focus on education has been really poor.

Most students in class 3 to 5 do not even know to read or write properly. 

Chatashalee model was initiated last year based on the requests from the villagers. By the

end of the year we had 5 centers in 5 different villages. Students reached the level of

reading, writing, perform arithmetic operations, basic problem solving... etc. This

motivated us to do more.

Our journey took us to more villages as villagers from Kailash and Jareikela requested us

to open centers in their villages. This was very encouraging and we embarked... Our

intervention involved village meetings, parents interaction, identification of local mentor,

a place for children to study... etc.

8  C E N T E R S ;  8  B A T C H E S ;  1 2 1  S T U D E N T S )



2. Chatashalee - Village ThinkCenter  ...(cntd.)
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By mid year, we opened four more centers. As students continue their studies, our focus is

on the quality of education. By education we mean, holistic development...

EDUCATION (Read, write...etc.)

DANCE, MUSIC, DRAMA...etc

SPORTS, VILLAGE CLEANING...etc
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3. TinkerLab

WWW.EK-ASHA.ORG ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

PAGE 18

(Mind is not a vessel to be filled but a fire to be kindled)

Tinkering
in the

real hands

Building a helicopter

A bus to Rourkela

in groups



3. TinkerLab
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...(cntd.)

People thrive when they learn by doing. Using real tools to solve real problems helps

grow knowledge and skills. Trying, failing, and trying again help build flexible thinking

and self-confidence.

EK-ASHA's TinkerLabs are integrated

and interdisciplinary creativity labs.

We explore, experiment, break, make,

and learn without the fear of failure

and a fixed outcome in mind.

Centers2
BhubaneswarTainsar village



Vedic-math is a system of mathematics that originated in ancient India and is based on

the Vedas, a collection of Sutras. It is a unique and efficient method of performing

complex mathematical calculations quickly and accurately. Vedic-math techniques can

be applied to various branches, such as arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.

The importance of Vedic Mathematics lies in its ability to make math more enjoyable,

reduce the fear of math.

4. Vedic-Math.
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Nearly 100 math loving students from

rural Odisha and abroad

46 sessions in 4 batches

At Thuruburai, Ganjam between

Dec/2022 and Mar/2023

36 students of class 6 & 7

Vedic-math Season-2 (2022-23)

3 workshops

Goal: train students & build trainers

The workshops were led by our two

master trainers Durgesh Nandini Dash &

Kiran Kumar Behera with two new

trainees Utkalika Behuria and Alok Kumar

Rout.



6. Events & Workshops
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(Science, Culture, Sports, Art & Craft)

At EK ASHA, we always explore new ways to engage with our students and tap on to

their interests in the best possible ways. Over the past several years, we have come to

realize that workshops provide an excellent platform for a fearless, fun based adventure

to students. Students enjoy the practical, interactive, and exploitative environment.

6 workshops in 2022-23

involving 300+ students across 5 districts

Workshop are fun and engaging way to

learn. Participants feel more engaged in the

learning process. It provide a space to

explore creativity, connect with like-

minded individuals, and improve!

Vedic-math, Rocket making,

Greeting-cards making,

Mandala/Rangoli making & more...
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6. Events & Workshops (Science, Culture, Sports, Art & Craft)
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Village cleaning at Tainsar
lead by our local mentor 

Santosh Kumar Sahu

Tree plantation by students at
our ThinkCenters

6. Events & Workshops (Science, Culture, Sports, Art & Craft)
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An annual picnic on 18-Dec-2022

156 students & 20 mentors/volunteers

across 12 hilly villages

6. Events & Workshops (Science, Culture, Sports, Art & Craft)



7. Annual Sports Day
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2nd Annual Sports Day 

on 19-Feb-2023 with 470 participants:

170 students, 50 Mentors & volunteers,

250 parents & villagers.



8. Study Tour
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(5-nights & 3-days tour from Deogarh to BBSR, Puri & Konark)

Day

26/Feb/2023

1 Day28/Feb/2023
3

Day

27/Feb/2023

2

The idea was to provide a lifetime learning experience to children from the hills and

forests. For EK ASHA, education is never something that can be enclosed within the

textbooks and classrooms. India is a diverse country and an open book of culture,

heritage, nature and science. So, we planned for a study tour, our supporters chimed.

Children had a lifetime of experience, exploring the heritage, culture, geography of

Odisha.



8. Study Tour

WWW.EK-ASHA.ORG ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

PAGE 27
Ek-Asha Trust is a charitable trust, focused on education for the underserved

(5-nights & 3-days tour from Deogarh to BBSR, Puri & Konark)



9. Donate4Dignity
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The small yet significant initiative of Joy of giving by a bunch of empathetic friends on

the philosophy of starfish story (each act of goodness matters) has gained momentum

over the years, with able support from like minded friends and well-wishers.

On its 7th year, we had the blessings to reach out to 235 families (with 335 blankets &

345 Sarees) spanning over three hinterland villages (Kusumi, Barigaon, Lanjighosara) of

Similapal Forest in Mayurbhanj district and one village (Ganadakamba) in Kandhamal

district on the 24th and 25th Dec 2022.

(An humble cloth donation drive)



10. DonateABook
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11. Digital Library Setup at Telkoi

(A book can change ones life!)

Digital Library

with books & software

for interactive learning

 

Installed on 10-Sep-2022
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RECOGNITION
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Transforming Education for the Underserved

CONTACT US

FOLLOW US

www.ek-asha.org

ekashatrust@gmail.com; ekashaedu@gmail.com

MIG-90, K-9A, Kalinga Vihar, Patrapada, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

www.facebook.com/EkAshaTrust/

www.youtube.com/c/EkAshaTrust/

www.linkedin.com/in/EkAshaTrust/

www.instagram.com/EkAshaTrust/


